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Senate Committee on Health, Human Services, Aging
Corrections, Veterans and Military Affairs

Budget Recommendation

Paper Ballot

P. 264, item 9

Governor: Decrease MA benefit funding by $10.5 million GPR and $15 million in FED to
reflect the projected costs savings of eliminating MA benefit for those individuals who will no
longer be eligible for SSI due to recent changes in federal eligibility standards and who are
not able to qualify for MA under other eligibility criteria.

Senator Moore: Recent federal legislation (P.L. 104-121 and P.L. 104-93) eliminates
federal SSI eligibility for: persons with drug addiction and/or alcoholism; certain non-
citizens; and certain children whose disability determination was based on an individualized
functional assessment. Recommendation assumes that approximately 5,800 persons who
are currently eligible for SSI will lose MA based on changes in federal law.

The federal provisions do not prevent states from providing supplemental coverage.
Additionally, the federal government is looking closely at making changes to these
provisions.. Recently, two Hmong men committed suicide after receiving letters stating that
they would no longer be eligible for SSI benefits; these men did not want to be a burden on
their families.

Motion: Eliminate governor’'s recommendation and have it drafted and introduced as
separate legislation to be taken up at a later date after the federal government reexamines
its own legislation.
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